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Dear Families

End of Year Celebrations 
It is important to take time to 
celebrate achievements and key 
moments in life. In schools we are 
fortunate to be able to recognise 
and celebrate with students and 
families key events in our students 
lives. Recent celebrations include 
the Year 12 Graduation Dinner, 
Primary End of Year Concert, Year 
9 transition into senior secondary 
and commencing their SACE, 
Secondary Presentation Evening 
(tonight) and next week the Year 
6 Transition Breakfast and Mass as 
our Year 6 students are ready to 
move from the Primary Campus to 
the Secondary Campus. 

Our Year 10 and Year 11 students 
have gained valuable experience 
sitting end of year exams. Our Year 
9 students have celebrated the 
Homecoming as part of their Rite 
Journey and our Year 8 students 
have begun the journey with 
their Calling Day. We have also 

welcomed the primary students 
and their parents, who will be 
joining us next year.

Graduation Celebrations 
Last Friday evening we had a 
wonderful celebration with 
the Year 12 students and their 
families at the Year 12 Graduation 
Dinner. We are so proud of their 
achievements and look forward to 
their efforts being reflected in their 
SACE results which will be released 
on Monday 16 December. 

Next week we look forward 
to celebrating with our Year 6 
students the successful completion 
of their primary school years as 
they transition to our Secondary 
campus next year. We will share a 
breakfast and then students and 
families will come together for 
mass in Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Church. 

2024 – Another Year of Growth 
This year we have continued to 

grow as a College – in terms of enrolment 
numbers, facilities and opportunities for 
students. We do not want to become 
a super school in terms of size but we 
continue to strive to be a school of 
excellence. After another full year of 
opportunity and activities, we have so 
much for which to be grateful.

Continued on page 2.

From the Principal



  Diary DatesDiary Dates
DECEMBER 2024

6          Year 7-9 Activities Day  
             (Early Dismissal 2.30pm)

6          Year 7-9 End of Term

9          Primary Campus Assembly 9am
           (Year 6 hosting)

10       Year 6 Breakfast (9.15am-11am)

10       Year 6 Graduation Mass &
            Certificate Presentation 11.30am

10       R-6 Term 4 Concludes (3pm)            

Further dates are available from our  
website at www.mcc.catholic.edu.au

When a student is absent or going 
to be late, parents should notify the 
school by 9am on that day by texting 
the Absentee Line on 0438 368 846 
(SMS) or phoning (08) 8447 0500. You 
will need to state the following:
 
NAME OF CHILD, YEAR LEVEL,
REASON FOR ABSENCE eg If late 
approximately what time will your child 
arrive etc.

A medical certificate is required if a 
student is away for more than 3 days.  
For any planned extended absence, 
a letter to the Principal is required to 
explain circumstances.

For any planned extended absence, 
state government legislation requires a 
parent to send a letter or email to the 
Principal, via registrar@mcc.catholic.
edu.au seeking permission to be absent 
from school.

Student Absences/
Late Arrivals

                                                                                                                                                         Like us on
Facebook!  

Stay up to date with all the latest Mount 
Carmel College news  

and events! 
 

Visit us at  
www.facebook.com/mccadelaide

 and click ‘Like’.

Staff News 
We wish the following secondary 
staff well as they move on to other 
roles next year: Karina Carabelas, 
Sophie Economos, Jed Lovelock, 
Nicola Stewart and Emma 
Westwood. 

On our primary campus we thank 
the following for their service as 
they move to new roles next year: 
Michaela Gauci, Mya Giancaspro, 
Pat Nicou, Mirachel Rabusic, Jane 
Stephens and Luke Teakle. 

At the end of this year we will be 
farewelling two Secondary Campus 
staff members who are retiring. 
Firstly, we congratulate Mrs Angela 
Coleman who first began teaching 
in May 2005 at Mount Carmel 
College. Angela has been an 
excellent teacher and also a very 
valued student counsellor. We wish 
Angela all the best in retirement.

Also retiring is Mrs Karma 
Agostinetto. Karma has been an 

                  2024
          TERM DATES:
          Term 1: 29 Jan - 12 Apr
           Term 2: 30 Apr - 5 Jul
           Term 3: 22 Jul - 27 Sep
           Term 4: 14 Oct - 10 Dec
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outstanding teacher and leader in 
her amazing career at Mount Carmel 
College, spanning 39 years with us. 
Karma has fulfilled many roles including 
Year Level Coordinator, Learning Area 
Coordinator and Librarian but it has 
been in her most recent role as Director 
of Inclusion that Karma has made such 
an enormous difference to so many 
students. Karma is an expert in the 
field of inclusion and the provision of 
fairness and equity in the education 
opportunities for all students, and 
especially for those with a disability. We 
will miss Karma so much but know that 
your work has had such an enormous 
impact on so many students. Thank 
you.  

Have a Safe Christmas  
We look forward to seeing you all 
back next year. I hope that all of our 
students, families and staff have a 
wonderful Christmas and holiday break. 
The birth of Jesus brought joy and hope 
to the world, and we are all called to 
also bring joy and hope to our world.

Be a person of hope to others. 

John Konopka 
Principal

From the Principal Continued...

Congratulations to Old Scholar, 
Danielle Smith-Sparrow (MCC 
Year 12, 2018) on her Graduation 
for her Medical Degree. We are 
very proud of you and know you 
will make a great Doctor.

Congratulations to
Danielle Smith-Sparrow

www.mcc.catholic.edu.au
http://registrar@mcc.catholic.edu.au
http://registrar@mcc.catholic.edu.au
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MMK Centre Celebrating Global Achievement

As the Inclusion teacher at Mount 
Carmel College, I am thrilled to 
share some exciting news about 
our SACE Modified students’ 
recent achievement. Our class 
has contributed to MCC receiving 
the prestigious Gold Award at the 
17th ASEF ClassNet Conference 
2024 through a unique project 
that connected us with schools in 
Austria and Singapore.

The “Climate Alliance” project 
emerged from Ms. Hang Ngo’s 
participant in ASEF ClassNet 
program involving 8 months of 
Online Learning, International 
Collaborating, Innovative Teaching 
Proposal, and On-site reporting. 
The implementation of the project 
is our unit about air quality and 
asthma - topics that directly affect 
several of our students. Over 
four weeks, our students created 
personal stories, songs, and digital 
postcards exploring how climate 
change impacts their daily lives. 
What made this project special 

From the Principal Continued...

was the use of AI tools to help our 
students express themselves in new 
and creative ways.

Hunter and Quan, for example, 
wrote two thoughtful songs 
about climate change’s effects on 
breathing. Max used AI tools to 
transform his powerful message 
“Go Away Asthma” into an impactful 
multimedia presentation. Hannah 
worked with an AI-generated dog 
named Bolt to share her story 
through a creative postcard format.

Our international partners - 
students from International 
Highschool Herzogberg (Austria) 
and St Andrew’s Secondary 
School (Singapore) - responded 
enthusiastically to our students’ 
works through their shared 
platform. This global connection 
helped our students understand 
how climate change affects 
different parts of the world while 
giving them confidence in sharing 
their own experiences.

What truly stands out 
is how this project 
allowed our MacKillop 
students to overcome 
their usual literacy 
challenges. Using AI 
tools like ChatGPT, Magic School AI 
(for image generator and writing 
support), Suno (for music creation), 
and Canva (for artwork), they found 
new ways to express their thoughts 
and participate in global discussions 
about important issues.

The teaching resources we 
developed have been selected 
as exemplars by the Asia-Europe 
Foundation and will be shared with 
schools worldwide. You can view 
these resources at: https://sites.
google.com/view/asefedu-test/home

This achievement reflects our 
school’s leadership support for 
using technology in empowering 
education, our Centre’s commitment 
to innovative, inclusive education. 
More importantly, it shows what our 
students can achieve when given the 
right tools and support to express 
themselves.

I’m incredibly proud of our students’ 
work and growth throughout 
this project. They’ve shown that 
everyone’s voice matters in the 
global conversation about climate 
change, regardless of their learning 
challenges.

For more information about the 
project, please contact Ms Hang Ngo 
at hang.ngo@mcc.catholic.edu.au

Hang Ngo 
English & HASS Teacher

https://sites.google.com/view/asefedu-test/home
https://sites.google.com/view/asefedu-test/home
mailto:hang.ngo%40mcc.catholic.edu.au?subject=
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Tennis Fun for MMK Centre Students

Our students at Mary MacKillop 
Centre enjoyed a fantastic day at 
the SA Tennis Carnival with the 
combination of tennis, team game, 
fun, and community connection 
on 25 November. The event was 
organised by School Sports SA, with 
the support of Tennis Association 
SA, attracting students from 
Inclusion Units at various schools 
in SA. It brought students together 
on the sunny tennis courts where 
they participated in various tennis 
activities and skill-building exercises.

Students had the opportunity to 
practice their serves, volleys, and 
tennis techniques with supportive 
instructors. From easy and fun 
activity with the inflatable target 
game, to the technical sections with 
instructors from Tennis Association 
SA, students were engaging 
enthusiastically with rackets in hands 
and smiles on their faces. Toward the 
end of the day, they had a chance 
to do crossed school games with 
students from other school. 

Beyond just tennis skills, the 
carnival promoted social interaction 
and teamwork. Students worked 
together, supported each other, 
and enjoyed the community 
atmosphere. Some students were 
even seen taking notes and actively 
participating in the learning process.

The carnival proved to be an 
excellent opportunity for our 
students to stay active, develop 
new skills, and connect with others 
in an inclusive and encouraging 
environment. 

Special thanks to School Sports SA, 
all the staff and instructors who 
made this wonderful day possible. 
Let’s enjoy the day with us by 
looking at the beaming faces in our 
photos!
 

Emma Westwood & Hang Ngo
Inclusion Teachers
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Year 8 Rite Journey Congratulations!
Congratulations to Year 8 

student Sukhman Sandhu  
who won ‘Year 8 Debater 

of the Year’ against 200 
other students from

 various schools.



6                                                                                             MCC News @ the Mount - Issue 19, 6 December 2024 

Year 12 Graduation Dinner
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Year 12 Graduation Dinner Continued...
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Year 12 Graduation Dinner Continued...
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ENROLLING NOW 
for 2026 

and beyond!

MOUNT CARMEL COLLEGER-12
MOUNT CARMEL

CARITAS ET DIGNITAS

A Catholic Co-educational Years R-12 College in the Josephite Tradition

Visit Visit www.mcc.catholic.edu.auwww.mcc.catholic.edu.au or phone or phone 8447 0500 8447 0500

Book a 
 College Tour 

today!

Three campuses, including 
Western Technical College
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Booklist information for parents from Lighthouse Books. 
 

2025 sees the introduction of a new online ordering website.  Online ordering is now available. 
 

Go to www.lighthousebooks.com.au  
CREATE AN ACCOUNT 
We require all visitors to this site to create an account.  This will become the main account.  
When you receive notification that your account has been created you may “Login” to place  
student orders.  
Using the email and password you used to create your account – “Login” 

1. Enter the Student First Name and Student Last Name.     
2. Select the School and Year Level in 2025. 
3. A list of subjects will appear. Please tick the appropriate subjects.  
    "Create order" 

4. You will be required to select the items by toggling the "-" or "+" signs to add to the cart.  
    Compulsory items will automatically add to your cart and cannot be changed. "Checkout" 

5. Please complete the contact details and find an order summary on this page, which can be edited. 
    "Continue" 
6. Select the method of payment. "Continue"  
    Credit card online will see the order move directly through to the queue.  
    Bpay payments will need to reconcile to the account before moving through to the queue.  

7. You will be asked to "Confirm Order" 

8. If you have chosen Bpay your Biller Code and Customer Reference Number will be displayed.  
    (New in 2025) 

9. You will received an "Order Confirmation" email.  

PLEASE ORDER CAREFULLY AND ACCURATELY AS STATIONERY IS NOT REFUNDABLE. 
Some items may have been marked compulsory by your school and will automatically load to your  
shopping basket. 
Orders lodged and paid for from early November 2024 will be delivered to your nominated address  
during December and January 2025. 
Please note:  Prices are an indication only at time of printing and may be subject to change.  
PAYMENT OPTIONS AND FEES 

Payment can be made by credit card at the time of placing your order (1.5% card fee will apply). 

Bpay option is available.  Please use Biller Code and Reference Number as detailed on your invoice. 

No other payment options are available. An administration fee of $15.95 will be charged to each order  
at the time of ordering. This is not a delivery fee. 
UNPAID ORDERS WILL NOT BE PROCESSED 
LATE ORDERS 
Orders received after 15th December 2024 will be charged $12.95 additional service fee to cover the  
cost of additional ordering, packaging and distribution during this peak period. 
This fee does not guarantee your order will be delivered prior to start of Term 1 2025. 
 

All booklists enquiries should be directed to Lighthouse Books - booklist@lighthousebooks.com.au 
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Community Noticeboard
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Hutt St Centre is a communtiy of Hope and opportunity. By helping people that face the

difficulties of homelessness and to help them rebuild their lives without judgement. Every year

Hutt St Centre serves around 40,000 meals & and offers social work and support to services to

2,000 people. Showers, laundry services, visiting health professionals, aged city living program

for our older clients, recreation actives and education and training, legal aid assistance with

finding housing are all services provided to 200 people experiencing homelessness. 
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Give the greatest gift of all: the gift of life!
 
Did you know that this Summer, whilst you are enjoying 
a Christmas party with family and friends, or a round of 
cricket at the beach, every 18 seconds, a blood donation 
will be needed in Australia?  

The need for blood and plasma doesn’t get to take 
a break. Please consider booking in to give blood or 
plasma donation these holidays and give a gift that is 
life-changing.
 
Your blood or plasma donation could be the gift of life 
to someone going through cancer treatment; or to help 

someone else to get through a difficult childbirth; and 
or even to someone to help manage their immune 
disease.

In fact, there are thousands of people across Australia 
who will be getting together with their family, friends 
and community this festive season all thanks to do-
nated blood — and blood donors.

There’s still time to give the Gift of Life.

Whether it’s your first time or 101st time, it’s always a 
gift at the top of someone’s wish list. 

When you give blood this season, you’ll score a festive 
limited-edition bandage. It’s Lifeblood’s little way of 
saying thank you.

The Port Adelaide Donor Centre is located at 95 St 
Vincent Street, and is open across the festive season, 
including Christmas and New Years Days. The need 
for blood doesn’t get to take a holiday. 

To give the gift of life, either call 13 14 95, visit www.
lifeblood.com.au or download the ‘DonateBlood’ app.

https://www.huttstcentre.org.au/donate?amt=30
mailto:www.lifeblood.com.au?subject=
mailto:www.lifeblood.com.au?subject=
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